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Welcome letter 

 

“This is not the world we are doomed to live in, it´s the world that has been proposed to us to 

change” 

Since the new century begun, it has been noticed that society has evolved as well as the 

crisis that it has faced. Humanity as we knew it, no longer exists. The misuse of natural resources, 

global warming, loss of cultural identity and economic policies that are meant to help just one part 

of the population, are some of the problematics our world faces, including the unwillingness of 

some parties achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. It seems that values and culture have 

lost force in an economic context where profit prevail.  

Regarding these worrying issues, and convinced of the need for an immediate intervention, 

we, Laura Delgado and Pablo Henao, welcome you to the committee on Social, Cultural and 

Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations.  

We expect you to have an excellent preparation for the issues addressed, and a good attitude 

during the debate. Hopefully, the skills you already have and the ones you will get, will help you 

to express yourself with eagerness and confidence. Always remember to make yourself heard by 

others, it is not only what you say, but also how you say it. 

We get that it is not easy to change how people think; however, we believe that small 

actions have a big impact. Even if it seems that our societies are moving on their own, it is each of 

their members who has the possibility of making a small change with an echo on a global scale. It 

takes great will to bring about meaningful change. 

We wish you the best of luck. And do not hesitate to contact us for and inquiries or doubts. 

 

Sincerely, 

Laura Delgado Arroyave 

Pablo Henao Posada 
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1. Introduction to the committee 

2.1 Historical context 

  Since the beginning of time, nations have seen the need of making international relations. 

States have always tried to progress by different types of alliances with the help of treaties and 

agreements, in order to resolve matters related to security, people circulation, among other issues 

impossible to get through, without international cooperation. 

After the WWI, the League of Nations society, the League of Free Nations Association and 

later the League of Nations Union were created, an international organism whose purpose was to 

avoid war, a goal that sadly failed in 1939 with the WWII. 

Subsequently, after all the disgrace that the world suffered and all the damage that the war 

caused, in 1945, representatives of 50 countries got together in San Francisco to draw up the United 

Nations Charter1, which was later signed by 51 states including China, France, the Soviet Union, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

In 1948, among the United Nations General Assembly and the emergence of the Human 

Rights, the Third Commission, in charge of items relating to a range of social, humanitarian affairs 

and human rights issues that affect people all over the world SOCHUM, is created. 

One of SOCHUM’s achievements includes the drafting of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights during World War II, which emphasizes freedom, justice, peace, and overall human 

rights; and these have essentially guided this committee since its creation. 

 

2.2 Functions. 

  Being SOCHUM an organism of the United Nations, it protects, defends and performs the 

following functions: 

● Discuss and solve or make recommendations on the principles of contribution in the 

maintenance of international peace and security. 

● Discuss the issues of any issue within the limits of the Charter or that affect the powers or 

functions of any organ of the United Nations. 

                                                 
1 https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/un-charter-full-text/ 
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● Promote studies and discussions for international political cooperation, develop 

international law and its codification, help to realize the human rights and fundamental 

freedoms of all, also promote international participation in issues, social, cultural, 

educational and health. 

SOCHUM is focused on different areas especially those related with the protection of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, accordingly this committee is also in charge of the 

discussion questions relating to the advancement of women, the protection of children, indigenous 

issues, the treatment of refugees, the promotion of fundamental freedoms through the elimination 

of racism and racial discrimination, and the right to self- determination.  The Committee also 

addresses important social development questions such as issues related to youth, family, aging, 

persons with disabilities, racial discrimination, crime prevention, criminal justice, and 

international drug control. 

The Third Commission cooperates with other organizations to make sure that resolutions 

are strong enough to guarantee their fulfillment. It has a permanent connection with the Human 

Rights Council, many of the issues addressed in SOCHUM are based on suggestions made by 

HRC, which also focuses on giving recommendations to the States on the measures they must take 

according to the situation or problem that ails them. 

Another commission that has a permanent link with SOCHUM is the Economic and Social 

Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC), because, although it deals with economic issues, it is 

also responsible for studying social problems that concern SOCHUM in the same way, but since 

ECOSOC is a council like the HRC, it is limited to give recommendations and reports to the 

SOCHUM committee, and then proceed to discuss and propose resolutions in the AG (General 

Assembly) on such problem. It also has a close relationship with the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees, the Conference on Women, the World Health Organization, the 

United Nations Children’s Fund and the World Assembly on Ageing, among others. 

 

 2.3 Powers 

  SOCHUM, as every committee with the exception of the Security Council, it's a purely 

advisory and deliberative organism, it does not have the power to issue resolutions or impose 

obligations on the states, perhaps during the SOCHUM sessions the members draft resolutions and 
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then present them at the GA, where  they are debated, and voted in order to become an official 

resolution of the UN . 

Likewise, the main task of the members of the SOCHUM commission is to convince other 

nations  ́representatives with valid arguments and viable solutions to be in agreement, because this 

is the fastest and most effective way for the different problems to be solved, since the delegations 

have the power to influence the decision making from local governments of each represented 

nation. Each member State is given equitable representation, which creates a democratic 

environment in which multilateral discussions, exchanges, and debates related to pressing global 

issues can be developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



7 

 

2. Topic A: Revision of the resolution 37/23: “Promoting mutually beneficial 

cooperation in the field of human rights”. 

3.1 Introduction 

   A resolution of the General Assembly is a formal document considered as such after a 

rigorous process of debating and voting by all the 193 member states. During the voting process, 

the countries have the option of being in favor, against or they can abstain from their right of vote 

if they consider it pertinent. A resolution becomes official if, after the voting process, it has the 

simple majority of votes (fifty percent, plus one), or - if it is considered an “important matter” - it 

passes with two thirds majority. 

Resolutions are considered a non-binding paper, as a result of the articles 10 and 14 of the 

UN Charter, which refer to General Assembly resolutions as "recommendations" just like the 

International Court of Justice has repeatedly stressed. However, is important to denote that some 

General Assembly resolutions dealing with matters internal to the United Nations, such as 

budgetary decisions or instructions to lower-ranking organs, are clearly binding on their addresses. 

It is important to indicate the specific characteristics on a GA2 resolution, so it can be 

differentiated from a Council resolution, such as the resolution 37/233 on the HRC, which is a 

formal document that expresses the conclusions of the debate regarding the topic purposed for the 

session. It does not represent any binding implications, perhaps it symbolizes the intentions of a 

country to comply what is expressed in the document. 

 The 37th session of the HRC was held on Geneva from 26th February to 23rd March 2018, 

the Council addressed numerous grave human rights situations across the globe. China presented 

a new resolution where was stated the capability of nations to solve humanitarian problems on 

their own, or in a mayor case with the help of another country instead of an international organism, 

which  raised a number of significant concerns in the international community, in the most of the 

cases because of the lack of importance that they put in the UN. 

 

                                                 
2 General Assembly  
3 https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/ 

 

https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/
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 3.2 Historical background: 

For six decades, the UN Commission on Human Rights (established in 1946) and its 

successor, the Human Rights Council (created in 2006) have been the leading inter-state forums 

for advancing human rights. In 1993, the General Assembly created the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), which serves as the UN’s top organism with an 

explicit mandate to promote and protect human rights around the world. 

There are experts who act as special envoys and also working groups that form the UN 

special procedures system. These people look after the promotion and verification of human rights 

compliance presenting informs about each country's situation, this is important to mention because 

this people have found that the common factor between the counties that voted in favor of the 

resolution 37/23  is the massive amount of information on humanitarian problems that the countries 

have dad through recent years,  as an example some of the reports have shown that: 

Since 2014, the Chinese government has built an exhaustive "national security" framework based 

on a set of laws and regulations that give the authorities certain powers in practice and has brought 

some accusations for the threat to human rights such as arbitrary detention, rights of intimacy and 

free expression, among others. However extensive accusations for human rights violations 

continue. For years, China has sought to limit access to foreign TV and publications. The 

government restrict hundreds of websites and has targeted users of many apps. In addition, there 

have been many disputes over low wages, poor working conditions and the treatment of migrant 

workers. Sadly the situation expressed in the previous paragraph is not particular to China, human 

violations are a problem that can easily be seen all around the world, for example: 

In the past decade, several NGOs, such as the IFHR4, Amnesty International and Reporters 

Without Borders, have accused the Egyptian government of severe violations of individual rights, 

including torture, forced disappearances, harassment and threats against journalists and human 

rights defenders. The government justifies the reprisals and imprisonment of journalists with anti-

terrorist regulations that allow the authorities to punish with very high fines those journalists who 

do not report the attacks according to the official version. 

                                                 
4 International Federation of Human Rights 
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The United States seeks to legitimize its position as the country that most advocates for 

fundamental rights with a report on the violation of human rights in different countries of the world 

that the US Department of State publishes every year. On the other hand, according to reports from 

several NGOs5, the US government has shown a sharp decline in their duties to protect and 

promote a wide range of human rights. In recent years, changes have been made to its policy that 

has harmed refugees and immigrants, reduced the policy accounts for abuse and restricted women's 

rights. There have been promoted policies that put vulnerable people at risk and violate the 

constitutional protections offered by human rights to all citizens. 

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has published reports 

denouncing violations of rights by Turkey, such as arbitrary deprivation of the right to work and 

freedom of movement, torture and other ill-treatment, arbitrary arrests and infractions of the right 

to freedom of association and expression. The report documents the use of torture and ill-treatment, 

including threats of sexual assault and electric shocks by police, military police and security forces. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry has responded that the UN report is "unacceptable" and that it 

"contains distorted, biased and false information”. 

Russia has demonstrated greater openness to international cooperation in the field of 

human rights, but the general climate of human rights in the country did not remain as positive. In 

January 2010, Russia ratified Protocol 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights. To date, 

the ECHR6 has handed down more than 150 judgments in which it blames Russia for serious 

human rights violations mainly in Chechnya, such as unnecessarily restrictive laws on narcotics 

that limit access to medicines to patients possibly in serious suffering, economic abuse and labor 

of the migrant workers, deficiency of the judicial system for justice to the victims and the impunity 

of the perpetrator, and, LGBT people suffering persecutions, discrimination and violence. 

 

The conflict in Syria, began seven years ago. In the course of it, government forces and 

their allies captured most of the areas that were in the Islamic State and other armed groups. It 

contemplates with the support of the armed forces, which have been implemented in the Islamic 

State and other groups that fight against the government that were maintained with the support of 

                                                 
5 Non-governmental organization 
6 European Court of Human Rights 
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the international coalition led by the United States. Russia has used its right of veto several times 

to block UN Security Council resolutions on Syria. 

 

Hungary welcomed particularly drastic measures, adopting legislation that provided for the 

immediate expulsion of any person who was in an irregular situation in the country and the 

automatic detention of asylum seekers, in flagrant violation of EU law. The violation of the rights 

of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers also included serious restrictions to access, by limiting 

admission to two operational border "transit zones", where only a few new applications could be 

submitted each Labour Day. As a result, thousands of people were trapped in precarious host 

camps in Serbia, exposed to living without a roof and returning to territories further South. 

 

3.3 Current situation: 

Despite of the modest role China has played in the HRC, lately it has moved its position to 

a more active part, since it has begun to lead the Council's statements and resolutions on promoting 

and protecting human rights. 

An example of this  is the resolution proposed at the Human Rights Council in the Thirty-

seventh session on  February 26 to March 23 of 2018 , by the People Republic of China, entitled 

“Promoting mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights”, in which it is established 

how countries should be able to control the human rights violations within their territories, with 

almost complete autonomy, if they don't believe help is needed, if in its absence is required, the 

resolution encourage the international community and the different international organizations to 

attend the call. 

When presenting the resolution, China declared that it was mutually beneficial for 

accomplishing the goals of all States member of the UN. It reiterated that the Human Rights 

Council must be guided by the principles of universality, impartiality, objectivity and non-

selectivity for greater cooperation, capacity development and technical assistance, and an end to 

build a new type of international relations; reflecting the contributions from China and other 

countries in the field of human rights. International documents that required cooperation and a 

dialogue between States to promote and protect human rights were included.  
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Since drafting the resolution, China has done a great effort to consult and integrate the 

amendments distributed by the Council to the draft resolution which includes having bases on 

international documents that required cooperation and a dialogue between States to promote 

human rights. China also hoped that countries would not abstain and that this draft resolution 

would be approved by consensus, nonetheless it is thankful to all parties that had a cooperative 

attitude 

Pakistan, in general, expressed that the draft resolution welcomed cooperation in the 

promotion of human rights. Not only taking into account the importance of mutual cooperation, 

but also the principles of universality, impartiality and non-selectivity, based on dialogue and 

political independence. Therefore, Pakistan would support the resolution. 

The United States said it was clear that China tried through this resolution to weaken the 

United Nations human rights system and the standards it supports. They stated that the language 

of "mutually beneficial cooperation" was meant to benefit from autocratic states, the expense of 

people, human rights and freedoms. For these reasons, the United States requested a vote and 

would vote against this resolution, encouraging other countries not to support this resolution. 

South Africa, supporting the draft resolution and the approach to the cooperative function, 

declares that it welcomes important issues in a context in which the most important tasks, like the 

right to peace, are fulfilled. It believes that it has not been taken into account on the important 

issues for most countries that have high rates of poverty worldwide. And states that all cooperation 

programs, capacity development and technical assistance should be based fundamentally on the 

realization of Human Rights, as well as on the universal declaration of human rights. 

Egypt noted that Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations emphasizes the importance 

of international cooperation in the field of human rights. That cooperation must be based on 

reciprocity and mutual respect, in the same sense that it promoted international aid. Egypt also 

requested a study to allow technical assistance, information and capacity development efforts. 

Mexico, in an explanation before the vote, acknowledged China's efforts to hold open 

negotiations, who had addressed many of Mexico's concerns. Still, important omissions remained 

especially with respect to the work of human rights defenders and civil society. Those were notable 

omissions and the text contained unclear concepts, such as the call to build a community for a 
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shared future. Even so, voted in favor of the draft resolution due to the importance of international 

cooperation. 

Switzerland appreciated the efforts made by China to carry out open consultations and tried 

to address issues on the draft resolution. However, objected because the resolution was not fully 

in line with its central principles, also because of an ambiguous language used in the draft 

resolution that weakened the fundamental principles of human rights. This language endangers the 

most important advances achieved. Switzerland reaffirmed that the protection of human rights 

would contribute to the stability of peace in all countries. In addition, highlighted the crucial 

participation of civil society in human rights mechanisms, without being subject to reprisals. As a 

result, Switzerland would abstain from the draft resolution. 

Australia said it had negotiated in good faith with the drafters, but regretted that none of its 

concerns had been addressed. Words and concepts such as "mutually beneficial cooperation" and 

"shared future community" should not be used, since they are vaguely defined. The request for 

technical assistance was used to promote the human rights of individuals, but the draft resolution 

did not emphasize the importance of transparency and monitoring. The important role of other 

stakeholders, such as national human rights institutions, was not addressed. Finally, this generated 

a concern that would lead Australia to abstain. 

Perhaps it is believed by many members of the international community that the loopholes 

or misunderstandings that may come with the resolution, are a strategy of China to gain impunity 

of their own crimes in the matter of human rights. 

An argument to sustain the theory is how Chinese government is increasingly less open 

within its borders, chiefly with critical opinions and political participation, which tends to be 

something contradictory to what has been proposed in front of the council. 

Other fact that has to be taken into account is how China is not alone carrying out this 

human rights role in the UN. It often promotes its initiatives as part of a group of countries that 

usually refers to Algeria, Bangladesh, Belarus, China, Cuba, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, 

Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, Vietnam 

and Zimbabwe. A group with  ideals based on the principles of human rights and the capability of 

the Human Rights Council to carry out its purpose, also they have protected the represented 
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governments from scrutiny, avoiding taking or completing interviews with promoters of the human 

rights records of these countries during the Universal Periodic Examinations (UPR)7.  

 

3.4 Qarmas:  

1. Is your country in agreement with the reconsideration of the faculties that the Human 

Rights Council has? which would be the proposal?  

2. Does the resolution: “Promoting mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human 

rights”, agree with the ideals of your country? why? 

3. According to your country policies, what is the best way to manage the problems within 

its territory regarding human rights? 

4. Has your country ever avoided, disrupted or distorted human rights reports? 

5. How does your country believe that humanitarian crimes, should be managed? 

6. The “promoting of mutual cooperation” speech made by the Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi is in Chile to promote the improvement of ties between China and Latin America, 

is it related to the resolution? how? 

 

3.5 Support links. 

https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/uprmain.aspx 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKLTEllIBMY 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/03/chinas-trojan-horse-human-rights-resolution/ 

 

3.6 Glossary: 

● Binding: something that can not be broken or avoided.(usually is a word used to 

describe the legal bond that represent a document to de signatory) 

● Non-binding: something that can be broken or avoided.( the opposite of binding) 

● Loopholes:  a small mistake in an agreement or law that gives someone the chance 

to avoid having to do something

                                                 
7 The Universal Periodic Review is a review which occurs every five years of each UN member country’s 

human rights record. 

https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/uprmain.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKLTEllIBMY
https://thediplomat.com/2018/03/chinas-trojan-horse-human-rights-resolution/
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Topic B: Crises and their impact on the achievement of sustainable goals 

4.1  Introduction. 

On September 2015 at an historic UN summit, world leaders adopted the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and finally on 

January 1st 2016 officially came into force. 

The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to achieve a better future for all, since they 

were created as a call for action by all countries, poor, rich and middle-income to promote 

prosperity while protecting the planet.  

Perhaps even if the goals were thought to play an important role into every country development 

plan, in many occasions they are not so easy to follow, considering all the crises that governments 

have to face. 

A crisis is an unfortunate event that tend to lead to an unstable situation that may become 

dangerous for an individual, a community or a whole society, them tend to bring unfavorable 

changes in political, economic, societal, security and environmental affairs, putting into threat the 

correct functioning of the system, making almost impossible to reach goals such number 9 (Build 

resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster innovation)8 and number 

11 (Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable)9, taking into account that  during an 

economic, social, migratory or environmental crisis, states usually combats the problem, but they 

don't pay attention on how can they solve the issue while the use the difficult situation to grow, by 

accomplishing the SDG.  

 

 4.2 Historical background. 

The SDG number 9 and 11, are part of another 15 objectives that were created as a 

complement to the Millenium Development Goals, as a result of the believe that the poverty 

problem should be treated by hand with an economic growth, and a range of social needs including 

education, health, social protection, and job opportunities, while tackling climate change and 

environmental protection. 

                                                 
8https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/infrastructure-industrialization/ 
9 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/ 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/
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   The goal number 9 was written, thinking that: 

● the 6% of the global population does not have access to mobile broadband networks. 

● Industrialization’s job multiplication effect has a positive impact on society.  

● every job in manufacturing creates 2.2 jobs in other sectors. 

● Small and medium-sized enterprises that engage in industrial processing and 

manufacturing are the most critical for the early stages of industrialization and are typically 

the largest job creators. (They make up over 90 per cent of business worldwide and account 

for between 50-60 percent of employment.) 

● For many African countries, particularly the lower-income countries, the existent 

constraints regarding infrastructure affect firm productivity by around 40 per cent. 

● Least developed countries have immense potential for industrialization in food and 

beverages (agro-industry), and textiles and garments, with good prospects for sustained 

employment generation and higher productivity 

● Middle-income countries can benefit from entering the basic and fabricated metals 

industries, which offer a range of products facing rapidly growing international demand 

● In developing countries, barely 30 percent of agricultural production undergoes industrial 

processing. In high-income countries, 98 percent is processed. This suggests that there are 

great opportunities for developing countries in agribusiness. 

Goal number 11 on the other hand, was created because of: 

● The imminent growth of the cities  ́population instead of the increasing in the amount of 

cities. 

● The world’s cities occupy just 3 percent of the Earth’s land, but account for 60-80 percent 

of energy consumption and 75 percent of carbon emissions. 

● Rapid urbanization is exerting pressure on fresh water supplies, sewage, the living 

environment, and public health 
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● As of 2016, 90% of urban dwellers have been breathing unsafe air, resulting in 4.2 million 

deaths due to air pollution. More than half of the global urban population were exposed to 

air pollution levels at least 2.5 times higher than the safety standard. 

As a summary, they are both focused on the industrialization (technification), and 

urbanization, while increasing the human quality of life, by creating jobs, homes, roads, means of 

communication and transportation that contributes to the development of the country, and not only 

the economic growth. 

A crisis makes this purpose much harder but not impossible, in the middle of a difficulty 

lies an opportunity and across history we might see some clear examples about it: 

● Japan: 

As a result of World War II, Japan lost 42% of national wealth and 44% of industrial 

capability (energy, installations, machinery, etc). Demobilized civilians and military personnel 

aggravated hunger, and joined the workforce, meeting the labour needs for the country’s economic 

reconstruction. The Japanese people undertook the task of rebuilding their war-torn economy.  

Due to the shortage of materials, the factories produced very little and to sell what was 

produced, the environment was very competitive in both price and quality. For a few years, Japan’s 

economy was almost completely paralyzed by severe food shortages and a high inflation. Its 

population exceeded 80 million. Domestic demand declined with the disruption of military 

purchases, and foreign trade was restricted after the war. Banks had to channeled accumulated 

capital to strategically important industries. 

Since 1960, Japan has managed to not only rebuild its economy, but become one of the 

world’s most important industrialized nations today. In this, state economics regulation and 

industrial policy designed for reconstruction played a key role. 

● United States: 

In September 2008, the worst global economic crisis of recent decades deepened when the 

United States nationalized some of the biggest financial institutions. Banks failed, thousands of 

people lost their homes and jobs, and trillions of dollars of taxes were used to bail out bankrupt 
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banks. Due to the mortgage crisis, the European Central Bank intervenes. And then the British 

banking system was shaken. A chain reaction was created that stirred up the largest financial 

institutions in Europe and North America. Stock markets in major Latin American economies are 

seeing a drastic decline.  

After the crisis, G20 group countries commit to establishing a higher level of cooperation 

for the regulation of the international financial system and support government plans already 

underway to save their economies. The U.S. economy became one of the most influential in the 

world. It is also one of the largest industrial producers in the world constituting a stronger and 

more effective financial system. 

● Germany / Austria : 

After the WWII Germany and Austria were completely destroyed in both figurative and 

literal sense since the economy dropped significantly, the debts were enormous, and the human 

area was the last thing they were thinking about. 

But suddenly it happened what is called the “Wirtschaftswunder”  that was basically a term 

to describe the fast reconstruction and development of the economies of West Germany and 

Austria, which happened after adopting an ordoliberalism-based social market economy along 

with the Marshall plan help. 

The growth in the economy let the countries, make loans in order to create what we know 

now as Germany, a country with a stable economy, an excellent environmental plan, one of the 

best countries in education therefore in human materia in the world. 

● Singapore: 

In 1965 Singapore was a developing country mostly dirty and polluted, devoid of adequate 

sanitation and unemployment. Singapore's incredible transition from a polluted pond to a global 

green power was neither automatic nor easy.  

Over the decades, it ended up transforming and reinventing itself into an economic miracle 

and a global model of success and innovation.  His government has invested heavily in improving 

employment, ending corruption and creating an identity based on multiculturalism, education, 
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health and economic competitiveness. Today Singapore is the most prosperous city-state in Asia 

and the world, queen of energy efficiency and symbol of modernity. 

● Israel: 

Despite all the speculations that have existed about the northern territory of Palestine (of 

its arid lands and even its lack of population)and considering that  after the WWII, Israel was 

nothing but a state facing  problems such as migration and the rebellions against its sovereignty 

by the arab countries, it's amazing to see how against every suspicious, with the jewish principle 

of cooperation along with the policy of taking risks  that can be seen in its kibbutz, the its army 

and the society in general, Israel has become the second country in the matter of technology,a 

leader in nanotechnology, bioscience and clean energies; counts with stable economy,  occupies 

the 22 country in the HDI10, has developed a type of organic source of sustainable energy based 

on seaweed, has managed itself to have a huge agronomic sector in the arid lands (kibbutz) and 

has a remarkable education system with lots of nobel awarded students.  

 

 4.3 Current situation. 

Today, the world still faces difficult situations that affect directly or indirectly the proper 

functioning of the economy and social matter of a country, along with the delay in progress it 

should have. These situations include: 

 

●    Migration crisis:  

Currently the world has been affected by the massive migrant displacement which 

is a critical issue when a country is trying to achieve the SDGs, because a significant 

increase in a country population leads to new urban and territory planning (affecting the 

goals number 9 and 11), without counting with the amount of resources (economic and 

humanitarian) that the state has to spend in order to guarantee the rights of the immigrants 

and refugees. 

                                                 
10 Human Development Iindex 
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Europe is still facing some challenges leaved by the refugee crisis started in  2015,  

in which many immigrants from outside europe including asylum seekers and economic 

migrants, were moved from their original countries by the violence, the drought, and 

poverty, as well as central and north america are dealing with more migration than usual 

given the situation in Venezuela. 

 

●  Economic crisis: 

Economy moves the world. Governments in every country in the world want the 

growth rate of their economies to be high because, in this way, income and employment 

grow too. The ongoing struggle for access to raw materials has not ceased, engendering 

imbalances and conflicts. Weak increase in the GDP income makes it difficult to achieve 

sustainable development goals in several regions. 

As these careers and the persistent tensions that accompanied them remain, the 

world economy has strengthened. However, anticipating and containing current financial 

crises is a complicated task because it is not easy to foresee the reaction of basic economic 

operators, institutional investors, due to the capital account is extremely vulnerable and 

because you never know well how far the contagion will go. 

Fear of a systemic crisis is likely to lead to some improvements in the prevention 

and treatment of financial storms, but the likelihood of them erupting will continue to be 

about the world economy. 

 

●    Environmental crisis: 

Today we are living what would be called a global environmental crisis. It is not as 

notorious as the others, it is a new and silent problematic that affects not only humanity but 

also all forms of life on Earth. This crisis is characterized by having a global character 

rather than being able to be located in a particular geographical area. 

This is a worldwide issue, cooperation across sectors and at different levels - city, 

regional and national - is crucial to effectively address this environmental crisis. It also 

interferes with the goal number 11 regarding safe and sustainable cities. Ambient air 

pollution affects developed and developing countries alike. Most of the people in urban 



20 

 

areas inhale polluted air, which is extremely harmful for a human body. Besides, water 

safety and quality are fundamental to human development and well-being. Providing 

access to safe water is one of the most effective instruments in promoting health, reducing 

poverty and seeking development.  

In addition, this has consequences that go beyond the biological and environmental 

impact, as they directly affect human societies and their economies, and the status of the 

territory. 

 

4.4 Previous strategies on the matter. 

Although every country is different and have particular characteristics that differs itselfs 

from the others, the United Nations Development Program has assembled a variety of tools, 

expertise, and resources to support efforts of countries affected by crisis and fragility, as they ready 

themselves to lead in implementing the SDGs, it focuses its recommendations on strengthening, 

prevention and risk governance, and addressing the root causes of fragility through development 

solutions in order to build resilience, protect sustainable development gains, and accelerate 

development progress. 

Achieving sustainable development its harder depending on the situation of the region. 

Many countries, continue to suffer serious shortages of energy supply, and the transition to 

sustainable energy progresses is slow. Nonetheless, there is a great opportunity to lay the 

foundations for sustainable growth from the environmental point of view in the future through 

appropriate policies and investments. Also, the UN has developed and helped lots of organizations 

in order to accomplish the SDGs, for example the Development Assistance Committee (DAC), 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 

(IDPS), among others.  
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4.5 Qarmas. 

1. Is your country currently facing a crisis? how does it handle to accomplishing the SDGs 

while it? 

2. Have your delegation ever overcome a crisis? how? 

3. How is the urbanistic in our country? 

4. What's the employment rate in your country? what can your delegation do in order to 

improve it? 

5. Does your delegation has sustainable cities? 

6. How are the SDGs implemented on the current government plan of development in your 

country? 

7. Is your country growing or developing?  

8. How does your country guarantee the protection of human rights and the improving of the 

same while a crisis?  

9. Is your country developed? how did your country reached that status? 

 

 

4.6 Support links: 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 

https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile

_States.pdf 

https://www.odi.org/publications/11194-sdg-progress-fragility-crisis-and-leaving-no-one-behind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3SQlrmV1cE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA_fs_S2qQE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KtLNTQqG3A 

https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/water-quality/en/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile_States.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile_States.pdf
https://www.odi.org/publications/11194-sdg-progress-fragility-crisis-and-leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3SQlrmV1cE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA_fs_S2qQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KtLNTQqG3A
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/water-quality/en/
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4.7 Glossary: 

 

Sustainable: Characteristic that means eco-friendly therefore capable to continue for a long 

period of time.  

Development: The organized increase of industry, wealth and human matter/ The action of 

becoming better. 

Development plan: Is an aspect of town and country planning that compress a set of 

documents that set out the local authority's policies and proposals for the development and use of 

land in their area. 

Crisis: An extremely difficult situation or point in certain matter. 

Infraestructures: Basic systems and services, such as transport and power supplies, that a 

country or organization uses in order to work effectively 

industrialization: the improvement of companies and activities involved in the process of 

producing goods for sale. 

technification: the adoption or imposition of technology or technical methods. 

broadband networks: digital network services. 

nationalize: it occurs when the state becomes a company or industry and the government 

controls it. 

kibbutz: collective community in israel originally based on agriculture. 

refugee: a person who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 

race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside 

the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself 

of the protection of that country ... "- The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 

asylum seeker: a person that seeks for the right of being internationally protected by the 

another country (different from the original one). 

economic migrant: also known as migrant worker, is a person that leave its original country 

in order to seek for a better life with more opportunities in another one. 

growth rate: percentage rate at which the total production of an economy annually shows 

over a specific period. 
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basic economic operators: a company or organization that provides services, goods and 

work under an operational financial market. 

capital: refers to the resources, goods or securities that are used to generate value through 

the manufacture of other goods or services. 

financial storm: small momentary crisis in which a country's wealth declines. 

 

 

3. Cybergraphy. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 

https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile

_States.pdf 

https://www.odi.org/publications/11194-sdg-progress-fragility-crisis-and-leaving-no-one-behind 

https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/uprmain.aspx 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/situacion-y-perspectivas-de-la-

economia-mundial-2018-resumen/ 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile_States.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/SDGs/English/SDG_Implementation_in_Fragile_States.pdf
https://www.odi.org/publications/11194-sdg-progress-fragility-crisis-and-leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.right-docs.org/doc/a-hrc-res-37-23/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/upr/pages/uprmain.aspx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/situacion-y-perspectivas-de-la-economia-mundial-2018-resumen/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/situacion-y-perspectivas-de-la-economia-mundial-2018-resumen/
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4. List of countries: 

1. Arab republic of Egypt 

2.  Canada  

3. Democratic People’s Republic of Korea  

4. Federal Republic of Germany 

5. Federative Republic of Brazil  

6. French republic  

7. Islamic Republic of Iran  

8. Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

9.  Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

10. Kingdom of Spain  

11. People's Republic of China  

12. Republic of Colombia 

13. Republic of India  

14. Republic of Iraq  

15. Republic of Korea  

16. Republic of Singapore 

17.  Republic of South Africa 

18. Republic of Turkey  

19. Russian Federation  

20. State of Israel  

21. State of Japan  

22. Syrian Arab Republic  

23. United Arab Emirates  

24. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  

25. United States of America 

 

 


